CHAPTER XXII
FIRST AIRSHIP VOYAGE OVER  THE  POLAR  SEA
Because of the unfavorable weather, it was not till September 2, 1907, that we could get a chance to take the America out for her trial trip. That was too late in the season to start for the Pole, as winter was approaching; and yet we were determined to start should the conditions be fair and the ship work right. There were only three of us in the crew. Our force of men led the big ship out of the balloon house, and at the word of command they let her go high up in the air. Still she was not free. A tow-line was attached to the Express, a small steamer which had brought to our headquarters Prof. Elias and a party of German officers sent out to study our craft. The Express towed us out around Smeerenburg point, and there, though the weather was anything but good, I gave the order to cut the tow-line. This was soon done, and the airship was at last thrown upon her own resources.
The  engine  was   started,   and   the   America leaped forward.    With a thrill of joy we of the
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